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e-POOR DEMAND RIGHTS AT — 
ONVENTION 


The first statewide convention of 
poor people of the State of Cali- 
fornia was held Saturday and Sun- 


day February 26-27 in Oakland.” 


The convention response exceeded 
the expectation of the steering 
committee as more than two-hun- 


dred poor delegates attended from - 


throughout the state. San Francisco 
‘was well represented and Hunters 
Point - Bayview led by Harold 
Brooks Jr. Community Organizer 
played a very important role 
throughout the convention. The 
sentiments expressed was that 
throughout the state Hunters Point 
is the guide line for self deter- 
mination success of an econom- 
ically deprived community. Those 
attending from this community 
were Mrs. Elouise Westbrook, 
Mrs. Julia Commer, Mr. Leroy 
Dangerfield, Mr. Phil Kay, Mrs. 
Ruth Williams, Mrs. Marcelee 
Cashmere, Mrs. Rosie Lee Wil- 
iams, Mrs. Lessie Hopkins, Mrs. 
Mary Rivers, Miss Barbara 
Thompson, Mrs. Lucy Jones, Mrs. 
Ivory McFarland, Mrs. Oreitha 


The Inter-Block Council (BC) 
has existed within the Hunters 
Point community for a little over 
one year. During this period of 
time, it has projected itself as 
an organization. whichis concerned 
and committed to the welfare of 
the district. Existing as the nu- 
clear body for ten autonomous 
block groups, the IBC is indeed 
a local organization constructed 
upon a ‘‘grass root’’ base, It is 
of the people and for the people. 

On Monday, February 28, 1966, 
the Council installed a new ad- 
ministration of officers to conduct 
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Eggleston, Mr. Lenneal Henderson, 
Mr. Oscar Jones, Mrs. Ozola 
Frierson, Mrs. Mollison and Mrs. 
Herrera and Mr. Williams. Or- 
ganizations represented through 
this group of people was Block 
Clubs, Bayview Neighborhood 
Community Center, Christian Wel- 
fare Society, Parents Corp, S.F. 
Neighborhood Co - Op,. Hunters 
Point Project, Bayview Youth 
Council, Parent Action Group, 
Youth Advisory Committee, 
P.T.A., Sunnydale Citizens League, 
Bayview Hunters Point Develop- 
ment Corporation, Citizens Alert, 
Progressive Parents Association, 
Hunters Point Area Office and 
others. 

Some statements from repre- 
sentatives at the conference were: 

Miss Minnie Tisby of Fontana 
who said the poor of San Ber- 
nardino County were not being 
involved nor were their needs 
being met, therefore they would 
rather see the whole program 
thrown out. 

Mrs. Elouise Westbrook -Hunt- 


OFF 


policy for the present year, The 
Bayview Community Center ac- 
commodated some 75 citizens 
who turned out to witness the of- 
ficer installation and to pay spec- 
ial tribute to the outgoing chair- 
man, Mrs. Rosa Williams. New 
officers are: Mr. George Earl, 
Chairman, and Mrs. Milred 
Carney, Vice Chairman; Mrs. 
Irene Breaux, Secretary; Mrs. 
Wilfred Wellington, Treasurer; 
Mrs. Mary Rivers, Parlia- 
mentarian; and Mrs. Moese Curry, 
Historian. 

George Earl, current chairman, 


ers Point San Francisco, minority 
people must stand on their own 
two feet. We no longer are going 
to educate the professional free. 
It takes a Negro to understand 
a Negro problem and even then 
sometimes we push a Negro into 
a leadership position and then he 
starts acting like a white man. 
We are interested in elevating 
the Negro image. 

Mr. Albritton: San Diego 

The people in Hunters - Point 
have shown the way, they are a 
little ahead of the rest of the 
state, but we all must follow their 
example, communicate with them 
and learn from their experiences. 
Mr. Ralph Williams - West Oak- 
land: 

We have been’ studied and sur- 
veyed to death and then a pro- 
fessional is hired to louse us up. 
We’re tired, we’re through, we 
poor and so called uneducated 
must unite our strength, choose 
our own specialist and leaders 
and assure that the poor control 
the poverty programs in their own 


has resided in Hunters Point for 
the past 15 years except for a 
period of military. duty. He is 
presently the Chairman of Block 


_**C”, Chairman of the Credit Com- 


mittee of the Credit Union of 
BAND, and the Vice Chairman 
of the Bayview Hunters Point Com- 
munity Development Corporation. 
He is married and the father of 
three children. 

Mrs. Rosa Williams, the out- 
going Chairman, was presented 
a plaque of appreciation by the 
Council with respect to the ef- 
forts put forth by her and her ad- 


respective communities. 
Mrs. Cashmere very ably 


‘chaired the War on Poverty work- 


shop and Harold Brooks provided 
practical‘ suggestions and com- 
munity organization know how. 

The convention passed resolu- 

tions for establishing a state- 

wide association of poor peo- 
ple. 

To establish a lobby in Sacra- 

mento to protect their rights 

and pass through their legisla- 
tive needs. 

To muster political strength to 

counteract the affluent dollars. 

To have a follow - up state- 

wide convention in the central 

part of the state within the 
next couple of months. 

At the request of delegates from 
San Bernardino County, Los An- 
eles County, Sacramento County, 
and Stockton. Mr. Harold Brooks, 
Jr. Community Organizer of San 
Francisco Bayview Hunters Point 
conducted at their request a work- 


shop on ‘‘Practical Community ~ 


Organization’ on as he termed it 
passive development of community 
leadership, whereby Mr. Brooks 


. proceeded to leave with the dele- 


IN IBC 


ministration, Mr. Ben Carmichael, 
Block Coordinator, in presenting 
Mrs. Williams the plaque, stated 
‘Often the true impact of a per- 
son’s contributions are not recog- 
nized in their true perspective until 
viewed in retrospect.’’ He pointed 
out that often the first year of 
operation is often the hardest for 
any organization. Mrs. Williams, 
it was recognized, took charge of 
the Council when it greatly needed 
organization, direction, and per- 
spective and responded in such 
a way as to make the IBC a 
perpetuating reality, ~ 


SLUM CHILDREN BECOME HARVARD 


SCHOLAR 


Cambridge (Mass. ) 

The boys who learned their first 
lesson 
probably never dreamed of college 
have made their mark at Harvard. 

Harvard’s deans said today the 
college has wonits gamble on more 
than 200 youths it has admitted 
since 1957- who never would have 
qualified if judged on their col- 


in the slums when they: 


lege board test grades. 

The 200 chosen partly for their 
courageous response to a poverty- 
stricken upbringing, are: no or- 
dinary scholarship holders. 

Most were raised in city slums. 
Many attended unaccredited high 
schools. More than 50 percent 


are Negroes. A few are the son3\ 


The results of one of the first 
college recruiting efforts of its 
kind were termed ‘‘amazing’’ by 
Dean of Admission, Fred L. Glimp. 

Eighty-five percent of those sel- 
ected have graduated, a number 
with honors and one with a Rhodes 
scholarship. 

The students have kept pace aca- 
demically with their more for- 


best preparatory schools and its | 
academically strong public high | 


schools. 


And they’ve done it, Dean Glimp 
says, ‘‘without overcompensating, | 


without burning all the bridges 
of their past behind them.’’ 


(This article was fyinted-in the " 


San Francisco Examiner, Feb. 17, 
1966.) 


gated concrete and workable meth- 
ods for community organization. 
This special workshop was con- 
sidered one of the highlights of 
the Poor Peoples Convention. 

Out of the convention came a 
resolution drawn up by Mr. Harold 
Brooks in the interest of San 
Bernardino, whereby this assem- 
bled group of poor from through- 
out the state sent a nite letter 
to local, county, state and federal 
representatives including the 
pres., vice pres. and Mr. Sargeant 
Schriver demanding the holting 
of the San Bernardino funds and 
C.A.P, program and calling for a 
complete investigation of its ad- 
ministration and guarantees insur- 


. ing maximum participation of the 


poor of San Bernardino at all policy 
and administration levels of the 
program before any more funds 
are spent. 

The Northern California delega- 
tion will hold a follow-up Poor 
People’s Workshop in the near 
future in San Francisco. The great 
feeling to come out of this first 
convention was ‘‘That in unity 
there is strength when there are 
no dollars.”’ 


Mrs. Williams, in presenting 
the Council Gavel to the new Chair- 
man, cautioned him 
course may often seem unclear but 
that he need not fear that he stands 
alone. As long as you have this 
gavel, the entire Inter-Block Coun- 
cil stands behind you."’ In con- 
clusion, Mrs. Williams pledged 
her support to the presént adminis- 
tration. 


—T 


& 


that ‘‘the — 


Legislation : Rent Supplement 


Assemblyman John L. Burton 
(D-S.F.) today introduced a prop- 
erty tax relief program which will 
aid 90,000 families in the San 
Francisco-Oakland area. 

Burton’s plan calls for, state 
reimbursement of a portion of the 
property tax homeowners’ pay for 
schools, and city and county gov- 
ernment. 

‘*The time has come for some 
strong action in the faces of rising 
property taxes,’’ the Assembly- 
man said. He pointed out that 
**many fine citizens who have paid 
their taxes throughout their work- 
ing lives’’ and are now retired 
and are being forced from the 
family home because they can no 
longer afford the taxes. 


“These people have to adjust 
their expenses when they go tore- 
tirement income,’’ he pointed out. 
‘*They don’t spend as much for 
food or clothing, and the houses are 


“usually paid for but the tax bills 


keep going up.”’ 


Burton’s proposal does notgrant — 


an exemption to the tax, which he 
said ‘‘would just shift the burden 
to other property owners’’ but 
calls for the retired person over 
62 years of age to pay his full tax 
and receive a percentage reim- 
bursement if his annual income is 
less than $4,500, 

Senior citizens tend to congre- 
gate in the metropolitan areas 
where the tax rates are highest 
and where the pressure for gov- 


Letter to the Editor: 


Youth Speaks Out On Adult Behavior 


I’m very sorry to say that the 
meeting at Mission High School on 
February 22, 1966 was no more a 

‘Youth Conference than the Atlan- 
tic Ocean is a desert. It was a 
repetition of Long Beach, but 
worse, 

Although the adults didn’t keep 
their feet in the soup all the time, 
they were dominant enough to let us 
know under no uncertain terms who 


was in command, They turned the © 


panel discussion from a session of 
enlightment to a boring political 
joust. It was at this point that the 
discontent and discouragement of 
‘the youth really began to show. 
Everyone, including myself, made 
a futile struggle to hide their low 
morale and carry on in the fashion 
that seemed to be mandatory for 
the day. 

In my discussion groups, the 
adults had an inimitable habit of 
forming our opinions and topics of 
discussion for us, Both of the 
groups that I was in seemed to 
travel in a involuntary circle and 
got absolutely no place. 

I have a few questions that I 
would like to have clarified for me: 


(1) Are these to be conferences 
by, for, or about youth? 

- (2) Why must the youth operate 
under an impending shadow of 
doom from our chronological 
superiors? Can’t anything be 
done.? 

(8) Why, if they are Youth Con- 
ferences, can’t the youth plan 
and organize and conduct 
them without adult insurrec 
tion? ; 

People wonder why we teenagers 


don’t speak up and step into our | 


rightful place in the world. I ask 
anyone who may read this article 
to attend one of the so-called 
Youth Conferences and see why 
for yourself. Stop in and see, if 
you were in our place, what you 
would do. And by all means, think 
back to this article before you 
open your mouth to form an opinion 
of us. 

I would like to leave you with 
one last thought: you couldn’t very 
easily climb to the top of a ladder 
with your hands tied; neither can 
we. And instead of wishing that we 
would be still because we talk too 
much, Try Listening! | | 1 am sure 
you would be surprised at how 
well we express ourselves for a 
bunch of crazy, mixed-up kids. 


I would detail the procedure by 
extending the conference over as 
long a period of time as I could 
/possibly attain. Then at the first 
general session I would make it a 
point to explain the purpose of 
every phase of the conference in 
order of importance. The main 
ideas would be to inform everyone 
of exactly what the function of 
each stage of the conference rep- 
resents. 

When I organize the conference, 
I would make it clear to the adults 
that their function is one of obser- 
vation, then during the last half 
hour of the conference or maybe a 
little after the adults would go 
into ‘one large discussion group 
of their own; there they woulddis- 
cuss what the youth group that 


they had attended has achieved or 


done. 

Please don’t get me wrong! I’m 
completely for adult encourage- 
ment, But my complaint is that in 
the individual discussion groups 
they are both dominant and de- 
manding. This is what I disagree 
with, There is a vast difference 
between encouragement and in- 
tolerance, The interference is my 
main complaint, ‘and that is what I 


am combating. 2 
AHen Harrison 


° 


ernment services is greatest. 
Thus, the area where they live is 
least able to provide the relief they 
need. ‘*The increasing number of 
older people in our cities should 
be a concern of all the people of 
the state,’’ Burton said. 

The State Franchise Tax Board 
will provide the reimbursement 
at no cost tothe local governments. 
This proposed legislation would 
grant up to 90 percent tax re- 
imbursement for any retired 
homeowner earning less than $1, 
100 annually, decreasing to 5 per- 
cent at $4,500 annual income. 

‘The property tax is one of 
the most regressive tax we have 
in California,’’ Burton noted, ‘‘and 
these low income families are the 
ones which need relief.”’ 


Assemblyman John L. Burton . 


(D-S.F.) and Senator ‘'J’’ Eugene 
McAteer (D-S.F.) today co-au- 
thored legislation memorializing 
Congress to appropriate sufficient 
funds to implement the rent supple- 
ment provisions of the Housing 
and Urban Redevelopment Act of 
1965. 

Burton noted, ‘‘Although the 
Federal Housing Act, passed last 
year, made provisions for rent 
supplements, Congress did not. ap- 
propriate the $30 million neces- 
sary to runthe program. The reso- 
lution which Senator McAteer and 
I have introduced asks Congress 
to plug this serious gap.’’ 

McAteer commented, ‘* Without 
a vigorous program of rent sup- 
plements, too many -of our citi- 
zens will be condemned to spend 
their lives in substandard dwell- 
ings.” 

Burton, Chairman of the Assem- 
bly Subcommittee on Housing, went 
on to point out that a proposed 
redevelopment plan in his own 
Assembly District: will demolish 
the dwelling units of 3,500 in- 
dividuals. ‘In my opinion,’’ Bur- 
ton said, ‘‘these people will have 
little or no chance to find decent, 
safe and sanitary housing replace- 
ments. without the availability of a 
rent supplement program.,”’ 


Observations at the Youth 


Conference 


Conference on Youth 


February 10th to 


12th, Long Beach, California 


Of all the small groups that I 
visited I found very few where the 
youth were given the freedom of 
direction and judgment they not 
only desired but needed if they ever 
were to ‘‘act like adults.’’ One 
gets a little bit tired of hearing 
some adults consistently tell youth 
that the world is in a very sorry 
mess and that tomorrow the youth 
will have the responsibility of 
solving all their (adults) troubles. 
But, somehow these same adults 


demonstrate the inability to trust” 


youth with either the authority or 
responsibility to work out their 
own problems let alone solve those 
made by adults. In one group, for 
instance, when at the point the sub- 
ject of marajuana smoking was 
brought up and one youth admitted 


‘that she had taken a smoke, the 


whole matter was quickly changed 
and side-tracked by the adults 
present. And on another occasion 
when the matter of premartial sex 
was introduced, this subject was 
also diverted by the adults in at- 
tendance. In another group the ex- 
tent of adult interference was.al- 
most more than bearable. In this 
case the general subject area was 


that of human relations. But, such 


subjects as inter-racial marriage, 
the Watts disturbance and equal 
housing were deliberately cut 
short, with even the tacit approval 
of the white youth present, by in- 
dividuals best termed as ‘‘red- 
necked,’’ that is, transplanted 
Southerners, who completely 
turned the whole discussion into a 
racist apology. = 


Editorial 


Cassisus Bout? 


The mess between the Illinois 


Commission and Cassius Clay: 


(Mohamad Ali) is getting to be 
quite ridiculous. The problem in- 
stigated by Illinois Governor Otto 
Kerner centers around Mohamad 
Ali’s reaction to the draft board’s 
reclassification of his draft sta- 
tus, and an apparent move to 
draft. him into the Army before 


the bout originally scheduled for - 


Illinois. 

Mohamad Ali clearly expressed 
his dissatisfaction to the draft 
board’s decision. The essence of 
his expression was that he thought 
he should be allowed to have his 
bout before being drafted or that 
he didn’t want to be drafted, and 
that he thought it unfair that he 
should be reclassified without an 
examination. It is common knowl- 
edge thar Ali reacts in vehement 
outburst when things don’t please 
him, and this was the tone of his 
reaction to the decision of the 
draft board. It seems that the 
Illinois Athletic Commission or 
Governor Otto Kerner interpreted 


these reactions as being unpatrio- . 
tic thus making Mohamad Ali (the. 


world’s heavy - weight boxing 
champion) unworthy of the oppor- 
tunity to earn his living, that is, 
the question was raised as to whe- 
ther or not the Commission would 
allow the bout to take place in the 
State of Illinois. 

Considering the fact that this 
bout has been turned down by the 
New York Athletic Commission on 
the unfounded ground that there 
was a gangster element in the 
fight; and that most other State 
Athletic Commissions have ex- 
.pressed sentiments in the same 


* manner, the move of Illinois oper- 
ates as a restriction, that I feel 


is undue. 

I can’t help but think that the 
move by the Illinois Commission 
was one against the personality 
of Mohamad Ali and the expres- 
sion of concern he has shown in 
his people, plus the fact that much 
of. the money is going to a cor- 
poration composed of Negroes, 
which is headed by Elija Mo- 

amad’s son. 

Heavy - weight boxing since 
World War Il has been a money- 
making sport for just about all 
concerned, but never before have 
I seen so much fuss about the 
Heavy-weight match since Mo- 
hamad Ali has become the champ. 
They have yelled ‘‘Fix’’ in his 
fights with Liston, they have said 
that he is much too vain, and now 
they are saying he is unpatriotic 
for expressing his feelings about 
the way he is being treated by 
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Ellis Finley 


‘that, 


the draft department, not only 
the Illinois Athletic Com- 
mission seems to have decided 
to take punitive action against 


the remarks of Mohamad Ali, that | 
is, they might not allow the bout’ 


to take place after the remarks 
of Ali. It seems that they are 
concluding that there is no free 
speech in this country after all. 
And for uttering remarks that 


they consider unpatriotic they will : 


possibly deny Ali the right to earn 
his living in that state, 

I am not drawing any conclusions 
as to the qualitative significance 
of Ali*s statement, but I do de- 
fend his right to express his feel- 


‘ings. Of course we all know that 


this is only happening to Ali be- 
cause he happens to be a Negro. 
For many statements far less pa- 
triotic, and un - American have 
been said by whites (i.e. Barry 
Goldwater, Robert Welch,) and for 
the most part have not been criti- 
cized harshly, nor has action been 
taken against them. In fact these 
men have received support from 
a large majority of the whites of 
this country. 

I am taking this opportunity to 
criticize what I consider an at- 
tempt to degrade a respectable 
image of the Negro. Ali takes 
every opportunity to lift the image 
of his people, he does not bow 
and kneel to whites to get re- 
spect as a Negro, but he is ag- 


‘gressive in letting the world know 


that he is to be respected as a 
man with intelligence, and a sense 
of identity, It seems that Ne- 
groes who take this type of at- 
titude are ‘considered radical and 
revolutionary, and in this country 
where the cry seems to be ‘‘pre- 
serve the status quo,’’ such an at- 
titude is considered undesirable. 

The fact is, that the image of an 
aggressive, militant, Negro de- 
termined to identify with his an- 
cestors and the things of his cul- 
ture, is radical and revolutionary 
compared to the old plantation 
image of the bowing, hat tipping, 
and kneeling Negro of yesterday, 
And many of our so-called educa- 
ted Negro leaders have been guilty 
of perpetuating this same image, 
and in.the long run have led the 
Negro people to slaughter, rather 
than respect. 

Though we may not agree with 
everything Ali says and does, we 
must not be so foolish and fail to 


- respect a respectable trait, nor 
should we allow a society that has 
for the most part over-looked the 
plight of the Negro determine what 
is a respectable Negro and what 
is not for us by a misplaced 
classification of unpatriotic. 


Work Against 
Discrimination 


THE SPOKESMAN ~ 


\ SERVING THE PEOPLE OF THE HUNTERS PoINT/BAYVIEW 


- ROBERT SIMMS 
EDITOR : ; 


TEL. 826-8890 
1449 MENDELL STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


x 


a 


Ridge Point Church will hold a 
Spring Tea and Musical with a 
program of instrumental and vocal 
selections featuring the ‘‘Lucky & 
the Charms’’ group, to be held on 
Sunday, March 6th from 3: a to 
6:00 P.M. 


The Hunters Point Drum and 
Bugle Corp: 

It was announced today that the 
Hunters Point Drum and Bugle 
Corp will march in the Saint Pat- 
ricks Day Parade on March 13th. 
The Drum and Bugle Corp is the 
only one of its kind in the city 
and is recognized as an achieve- 
ment unprecedented, 


MEDIC 


Announcements : 


Theater Group 
~~ Established 


The public is invited to attend 
an organizational meeting of a 
theater group which will be under 
the direction of Mrs. Audrey J. 
Eichelburger at Bayview Neigh- 
borhood Community Center, 4701 
Third and Newcomb. 

No previous theater experience 
is required of those who will par- 
ticipate. 

For further information contact 
the Mr. John Fisher at the Bayview 
Community Center -- 285-3317. 


ARE 


REG AID 


The Economic Opportunity 
“Council, in conjunction with the 
Social Security Administration, 
has formulated a program known 
as Operation Medicare Alert to 
inform eligible persons 65 and 
over of the Medicare program, 
and to assist in registering these 
people. 

Operation Medicare Alert, 
utilizing a staff of 50 persons 
over the age of 60 years, moved 
into the community on February 7th 
and began a door-to-door canvass 
in the four poverty areas; initially 
the program was to inform eligible 
citizens of their benefits under 
Medicare. Now, these Medicare 
Alert staff can also assist people 
in registering for Medicare. 

During the week of February 
7th in one district our staff saw 
2505 people. 341 were eligible 
for Medicare. 203 signed im- 
mediately and the others had ques- 


tions .for Social Security and will 


be coming to a general meeting. 
This is a sample of response that 
our field workers are receiving. 

The CMA staffis presently oper- 
ating from fourteen sub-stations 
within these four poverty areas. 


These sub-stations were opened 


during the week of February 14th. 


North Beach-Chinatown: YMCA, 


855 Sacramento Street — District 
Captain’s office; Italian Welfare 


BURT 


Assemblyman JOHN L. BURTON 
(D-S.F.) today disputed the recom- 
mendations of the City’s Freeway 
Advisory Committee headed by 
Thomas J, Mellon, Chief Adminis- 
trative Officer. Burton stated, ‘‘I 
am still wholeheartedly opposed to 
the Park Panhandle Freeway which 
will destroy part of Golden Gate 
Freeway which will mar much of 
the beauty of the northeast section 
of our City, which is within the 
confines of my 20th Assembly 
District.’ 

Burton went on to claim, ‘‘That 
all that the City’s Freeway Advis- 
ory Committee did was to lump the 


,bad freeway proposals into one 


gigantic cement octopus that would 
not only strangle our City, but wipe 


Agency, 678 Green Street, St. 
John’s Methodist Church, Union 
Street; Glide Memorial Church, 
Ellis & Taylor Streets; First 
Methodist Church, 1600 Clay St. 


MISSION: Mission Poverty Of- 
fice — District Captain; Stewart 
Presbyterian Church, 23rd & 
Guerrero Streets; Harbor Lights 
Center, 4th Street. 

HUNTERS POINT: Hunters Point 
Area’ Office — District Captain, 
Cosmopolitan Baptist Church, 
Farallones and Capitol Streets; 
Geneva Methodist Church, 985 
Vienna Street. 

WESTERN ADDITION: ‘Western 
Addition Area Office — District 
Captain. St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church, Arguello and California 
Streets; Mount -Herman Baptist 
Church, Lyon and Hayes Streets. 

To assist our limited staff in 
this program we are requesting 
volunteer assistance. Volunteers 
are needed both in the door-to-door 
canvassing andin manning our sub- 
stations. 

The use of the volunteer staff is 
mandatory if we expect to do an 
effective job of reaching the iso- 
lated but eligible senior citizens. 
For further information regarding 
volunteers contact Peggy Best, 
KL 8-5011. 


Letter of Discontent 


SPOKESMAN 


HUNTERS POINT BLOCK CLUB ‘‘C’’ 


116 Navy Road 
San Francisco 94124 


Mr. Stephen Walters 


San Francisco Housing Commission 


440 Turk Street 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Dear Mr. Walters: 


As the result of lengthy discussions on various practices which 
the Housing Authority has developed over the years, the members 
of Block Club ‘‘C’’ feel compelled to protest several gross inequities 
which need to be corrected immediately. We appeal to you for help 
and request that if corrections are not madeas a result of this letter, 
that you give us an appointment to present our concerns to the 


Commission directly. 


Specifically, our complaints are these: 
1. The charge of $5.00 imposed for having an apartment door 
opened by the Housing Authority when a key is lost, is absolutely 


unnecessary. 


This is the first example of discriminatory rules placed on low 
income people because they must live in public housing. In any 
private apartment building, the management would perform this 
service without charge. It cannot be a matter of cost, for the police. 
who do the job are not paid any more for opening doors. This is a 
punitive charge imposed on public housing residents withno possible 


justification other than, 


‘to teach them a lesson." 


It is a great 


hardship on many who are barely able to make ends meet as is, 
2. A similar injustice is involvedinthe current practice of sending 
inspectors to check for cracked or broken windows. The inspector 
finds windows he believes should be repaired and informs the tenant 
that he or she must pay the charges -- usually $5.00 per window. 
This is an imposition not only on the pocket books of the poor, but 
‘on their freedom to decide for themselves about when and if such 
repairs on their own homes are necessary. If the Housing Authority 
feels compelled to replace all cracked windows it should be done 
at Housing Authority expense and then only after consulting with and 
gaining the permission of the tenant. 


3. The imposition of ‘‘late rent’’ 


of bitterness and must be ended. 


payments has long been a source 


This practice is not only an insulting reflection on the honesty 
and reliability of all public housing tenants, butit represents a policy 
which could never be carried out in private housing. Private rentors 


are hardly more ‘‘reliable’’ 


than public housing rentors, yet fines 


for late payment are unheard of there. Legal action to collect rent, 
or evictions after a due period of delinquency are usual procedures 


but ‘‘fines’’ 


are unjust and legally questionable. 


Altogether, these practices represent a policy of treating public 
housing people like some different and inferior breed of animal, 
'pecause they cannot afford to live in private housing. It is punitive, 
degrading, and it adds increased financial hardship to the lives of 
people who already find their lives weighed down by poverty. 

It is a commonly known fact that the poor pay more for things than 
do the rich, whether we talk about a loaf of bread or an automobile. 
The San Francisco Housing Authority, however, was not created 
to join those who exploit and penalize the poor for being poor. We 
are certain that you and the Housing Authority staff will agree with 
us when we Say that the removal of these and similar indignities 


is necessary. 


Please let us know whether or not we and others who are concerned 
about these matters must come to the Commission meeting in order 


to handle this. And, 
soon as possible. 
Thank you. 
Sincerely yours, 
George Earl, President 


if we must, please give us an appointment as 


.Film Festival, 


'**ZaZie,’’ ‘*Carmen’ 


Films at 
YW Ae 


The YWCA's newest series of 
Friday evening international films 
will open March 4 at 8 p.m. at 620 

First on the series will be 


‘‘When Comedy Was King,’’ atoast 


to the great clowns of the silent 
screen — Charlie Chaplin, Stan 


Laurel, Oliver Hardy, Buster Kea-- 


ton, Harry Langdon, Ben Turpin, 
Fatty Arubckle, and Gloria Swan= 
son, 

On March 11, audiences willsee 
Vittorio De Sica’s early master- 
piece ‘‘Umberto D."’, winner of the 
New York Critic’s Award as best 
foreign film of the year. 

‘*Antigone,’’ starring Irene 
Payas and Manos Katrakis, willbe 
shown March 18. 

The celebrated ‘‘Rasho - mon’”’ 
will be presented March 25, Rasho- 
mon, based on four contradictory 
versions of the same story, won 
the Academy Awardas best foreign 
film and the grand prize, Venice 
and was selected 
by the National Board of Review 
as best foreign film. 

During April, the series will 
continue with“ Olympia I & II,”’ 
* and two sur- 
prise films starring one of the most 
glamorous of all Hollywood stars 
imported from Europe. 

All film showings are 50 cents 
to YWCA members and $1 for 
others. Series passes are avail- 
able at $3.50 for members and $7 
for others. 


Job 
Openings 
at 
Postoffice 


- The Post Office is now accepting 
applications for full time employ- 
-ment at the Post Office. Appli- 
cations may be picked up at the 
Civil Service Commission, 2nd 
floor, Federal Building, 450 Gol- 
den Gate Avenue, San Francisco. 


ON BLASTS FREEWAY 


out many homes and many bus- 
inesses,"’ 

Burton does not agree that there 
is any mandatory rush in com= 
pleting the interstate traffic pat- 
terns in San Francisco. The State 
Legislature created the Bay Area 
Transportation Study which will 
report its findings to the Legis- 
lature in 1968. Until we have this 
study of the overall transportation 
problems of the Bay Area, Burton 
stated, ‘‘It would be foolhardy to 
rush ahead with this piece meal 
approach by erecting these two 
ill-advised structures.”’ 

Burton stated, ‘‘That the ac- 


ceptance of the current plan for the 
Golden Gate Freeway would be 
totally out of order until suchtime 


‘aS a second North Bay crossing’ 


route is adopted, The present 
planned route of the Golden Gate 
Freeway would have the effect of 
wiping out several businessmen 
whose payrolls amount to over 
$2 million per year, and that pay 
over $75,000 a year direct taxes 
to our City. Not only will there 
be a great economic impact, but 
an entire residential area will be 
completely changed. The presence 
of an unsightly freeway circling 


.the north end of our city around 


Telegraph Hill, would destroy a 
great deal of our scenic beauty 
which adds to our local charm, 
and attracts so many viSitors.” 

Burton went on to state, ‘*The 
Golden Gate Freeway would bring 


the blight and uproar of heavy 
traffic to a unique San Francisco 
residential and scenic area, as well 
as other areas of the waterfront. 
It would also have the effect of 
uprooting businesses employ- 
ing several hundred people and 
it would eliminate the living quar- 
ters of hundreds more. 

“‘The adoption of the Golden 
Gate Freeway at this time would 
adversely affect the North Beach 
Telegraph Hill, Russian Hill and 
Marina Sections of our City, with- 
out really solving the transporta- 
tion problems of the Bay Area or 
San Francisco. 

“In my opinion, we are making 
it too easy for people to move 


suburbs by constructing freeways’ 
that in and of themselves create 

financial hardships and aesthetic 

blight. Rather than being concerned 

with allowing people to exit our City - 
for the suburbs, we should be con- 

cerned with creating a City that will 

encourage more people of moder- 

ate incomes to remain and parti- 

cipate fully in our community de-- 
velopment. 

“‘I certainly hope that the Board 
of Supervisors will not be stam- 
peded into buying one big package 
made up of one big package made 
up of two separate proposals which 
independently has been wisely re- 
jected in the past.”’ 


out of San Francisco and into the | 


- 


i g 
| Special Jobs O i 


POV Office 


Steps To Insure 
— Jobs for Minorities 


Reporting on efforts to ensure 
jobs for minorities on the BART 
project, Director Frank Quinn in- 
dicated disappointment that only 
the Commission among organiza- 
tions working on this problem ap- 
pears to emphasize the union’s 
role in hiring. He said he has 
discussed with the construction 
trade unions a journeymen trainee 
program whereby laborers with 
some experience could enter other 


mission supported Mr. Cayton’s 
suggestion that the possibility of 
public hearings on this issue be 
investigated. 

Stressing again the Commis- 
sion’s special concern with mi- 
nority employment, the commis- 
sioners voted to request of the 
Board of Supervisors that” they 
not relax rules requiring that per- 
sonnel be recruited within city 
limits. Chairman Edgar Osgood 


‘said that no measure should be 
supported that might threaten job 
opportunities for minorities living 
in San Francisco. ‘‘The city, in- 
stead of changing recruitment pro- 
cedures, should develop on-the- 
job training programs that can 
utilize our own citizens,’’ Chair- 
man Osgood commented. 


(A 


crafts and become a journeyman 
with additional training and credit 
for on-the-job experience as a 
laborer. Revels Cayton, union 
member of the Commission, under: 
scored the need for the unions to 
open their gates, not only on the 
BART project, but on construc- 
tion all over the city. The Com- 


~ Butchertown <4 


Left to right Mr. and Mrs, Oscar Paulding who are the parents of tw 
lovely children, and Sam Jordan, Mayor of Butcher-town. . 


Sam is shown here with guest tasting his delicious fried chicken. . 
Sam’s opponent here is Mrs. Ruth Paulding, an active community 
worker for many years. Sam won the fried chicken contest by a 
unanimous vote of six judges. However, Mr. Paulding pictured on the 
far left came back to beat Sam the following Tuesday in a Bar-B- 
Que contest. The judges unanimously chose the American Bar-B- 
Que of Paulding, who is (a dietition at the University of California 
Hospital) over the African Bar-B-Que of Sam, the master chef. 


Sam Jordan presents every Tuesday night (which is ladies night — | 
drinks $.35). You are invited to attend and enter the contest and chal- 
lenge the Butchertown Master Chef in cooking any kind of food. 


Sam is pictured here with his guest tasting his winning recipe of 
African Chili, Judges voted for Sam unanimously. 


Left to right: Sam Jordan, second from left; Loraine Crawford, 
Thomas Anderson, Jr. eet 


The Hunters Point Anti-Poverty 
office is now accepting applica- 
tions for the position of Public 
Information Assistants. The job 
consists mainly of writing for 
newspaper publication, and press 
releases. The ability to write pro- 
ficiently seems to be the major 


Adult School 


Adult Tutorial classes will be- 
gin at Burnett School on Monday 
evening, February 28,1966 at 7 
o'clock. 

Free classes will be given each 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday nights from 7-8:45 as 
shown below: 

Monday Nights 7-8:45: JOB EXAM- 
INATION PREPARATION, To 
review the things you will need 
tomorrow to pass an exam- 
ination to get a job. 

Tuesday nights -7-8:45: ARITH- 


Officers for 


West Point 
Improv 
Club 


Thursday February 17, 1966 at 
7:30 P.M. in the home of Mrs. 
Mattie Williams at 125 West Point 
Apt. 324 the initial meeting of 
citizens to form the West Point 
Improvement Club was held. 

Mrs. Mattie Williams accepted 
the position as chairman and Mrs. 
Joyce Holcomb accepted the posi- 
tion of Secretary. 

The following persons were also 
present at the meeting: Mrs. Janie 


- Engram, wife of Rev. S. Engram, 


Pastor of the New Home Bap- 
tist Church; Mrs. Jerry Mc- 
Farland, Mrs. Hazel Johnson, Mrs. 
Shirley Hubs, Bob Williams, Mrs. 
Ivery McFarland, Community 
worker. 

It was decided that the mem- 
bers would survey the area and 
find how many parents would like 
to have a nursery for their chil-' 
dren, enabling them to work or 
attend school. They also planned 
to contact various agencies to get 
ideas as to the ways and means 
of establishing a nursery. 

The West Point Improvement 
Club will meet every Thursday 
at Mrs. Mattie Williams’ home 
at 125 West Point, Apt.324, at 
7:30 P.M, 


porchte's 647 2223 
HICKORY PIT 


ALL. FYPES OF BARBECUE ‘ 


5130 THIRD ST. 


SAN FRANCISCO 24 


GOLDEN EAGLE LIQUOR 


See DEL FREE DELIVERY, 
YOU GET THE BEST PEUSe. 5! 


COURTEOUS SERVICE 
VA 4-9400 5122 THIRD ST SF 


@ MURPHY’S @ 
SAVE SERVICE 


5190 THIRD ST. 
PHONE VA 4 6877 


ORDERS TO GO DELIVERY SERVICE 


requirement in the job. 

All interested parties are asked 
to come to the office and file an 
application. The office is located 
at 1449 Mendell St. at the cor- 
ner of Palou and Third, San Fran- 
cisco. 


METIC, To help you to help 
your child; To review arith- 
metic; To review the new math. 
Wednesday Nights 7-8:45: LANG- 
UAGE, To help you help your 
child; To read better; To read 
faster; To understand what you 
read, 
Remember, if enough adults at- 


tend these courses, we will have - 


regular Adult Education at Bur- 
nett School beginning in September. 


es 
Contest 


The major purpose of the Art 
Contest that was announced in 
the February 3rd edition of the 
Spokesman was to provide an op- 
portunity for the people of this 
community to have their talent 
exposed to others of the city. 

All entries will be exhibited, 
with each contestant’s name at- 
tached thereto. 

We are asking all that are in- 
terested to contact the Spokes- 
man office at 1449 Mendell, 826- 
8890. Also see announcement be- 
low. % 

The deadline has been extended 
to March 31, 1966. 


WHAT DID THE 


HOUSING 


AUTHORITY 


DO WITH 
FUNDS 


POV 


A question has come as to what has been happening in the Housing 
Authority E.O.C. grant entitled ‘Social Services Program in Public 
Housing’’ (involving the tenants of Sunnydale and Potrero Hill Hous- 


ing Projects). The purpose of 


this program was to have been a 


social service task force that was to work with the tenants to develop 
and implement programs based on their (the tenants) needs. But as 
to date there has been little actual implementation what was worked 
out with the tenants. And, unless we are involved here is a gross 
case of misunderstanding, there are plenty of other deviations from 
the approved programs. At present it seems that the tenants get as 
little, as possible, information or cooperation from the $9,000 per 
year social workers in this program. And less cooperation comes 
trom the general administrator of this program, Miss Effie Robin- 
son, whose title and job with the Housing Authority itself is some- 


what nebulous. 


. 


In Sunnydale, for instance, the Housing Authority is renting to 
themselves and to their own programa little office at $761 per month 
(The Hunters Point office rents at about half this figure and is four 
times as large). which alone would exhause those funds alloted in 


‘their budget for these purposes. 


Why such an overhead? Is this the 


purpose of the. program to make money for the Housing Authority? 
Another and more important discrepency is the lack of a majority 
of the employees being hired from the target areas. none of the so- 
called professionals are from the areas, What was wrong with get- 
ting tenants in the areas to apply for these positions. Why could 
not the ‘‘group workers’’ mentioned in the program be hired from 
the areas, For instance, why wasn’t the secretary at the Sunnydale 
office hired ‘out of the Sunnydale area? Was it because of the absence 
of sufficient fringe benefits, though these are included in the 
approved budget? According to this program budget, six tenant aides 
are to be hired at a total of $30,000 per year, or $5,000 per year per 
worker (three for each area) which is what our aides get. Yet 
presently the only .persons hired out of the target areas are Tenant 
Aides who are getting somewhere in the neighborhood of $2.00 per 


- hour on only a part-time basis with no fringe benefits, which are, 
by the way, included in the original budget. Are not the tenants who 
are hired good enough or qualified enough to receive fringe benefits. 
Are the overhead or other expenses such that these expenses are 
now cutting into those that would go to wages? If there was a major 
adjustment in the program from that which was approved, why did 
it occur and why did not everybody find our (including residents 
J who are supposed to be involved in the program)? 

. From what this writer has learned to date, whatever this sub- 
agency of the Housing Authority is doing, it is nothing new or dif- 
ferent, and merely a duplication of what other agencies and so on 
that now exist and operate could have just as well done through their 
own programs. In fact, there seems to be the same association and 
relationship with the tenants that other agencies have built up in the 
past. That is an attitude of being very condiscending, impersonal 
and anything but empathetic in their dealings with the tenants, 
who are by the way, fellow human beings. The whole question here 
is just what is the say so and involvement by the tenants in this 
_ program? Why is their a need to hire a dominance of outside pro- 
, fessionals when there are people in the community who could do just 
» as good a job, whatever their job is? And lastly, is this program 
* really doing a job for the people andfor the Anti-Poverty program? 
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